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EXCURSION ~ NEWS SHEET 


Meeting :-7th October, Work Night. 

Venue: Creswick School of Forestry. 
Meeting : 4th November, "Seaweeds". 

Speaker: Dr. M. Clayton. 

Excursion: 9th October, Bacchus Marsh Area, 

Full Day. 
Excursion: 13th November, Anglesea, Seaweeds. 

Leader: Miss M. White, 

Full Day. 


Werribee Gorge 


President: Dr F. HARRAP Phone 301651 Meetings are held Ballarat Community 
Vice-pres: Mr W. MURPHY Phone 323289 Edueation Centre 7.30 p.m. Rear St Pauls 
Secretary: Miss H.BURGESS Phone 312210 EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 
Treasurer: Mrs EWILLIAMSON Phone 327631 CROCKERS, Cnr, STURT and ARMSTRONG STREETS, 


BALLARAT, AT 9.30 am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS, 
Editor: Mrs P. MURPHY Phone 323289 OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY, 


REPORTS . September Meeting. 
Mrs. M. Rotheram — At Mt. Arapiles, 3 blue, undamaged . 
wren eggs were on the ground and approx-— 
imately 2 feet apart. The nest was 
about 1ft. above the ground, 
Rose robin seen at Convent Corner, 
Ground thrush on Fisken Rd, 


Mr. R. Thomas - Plovers nested on the island at 
Linton B.O.C. block. Their young 
swam ashore while the parents flew 
overhead at about 1i0feet. 

Large flock cattle egrets (100) near 
the Southern Drive-in. 
Are there any koalas at Enfield? 
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NOTE: Although not plentiful, koalas can be found in 
the Enfield forests, according to recent reports 
from woodcutting residents. 
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FORTHCOMING NOVEMBER EXCURSION. 
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Would members please note that the November 
excursion is to be held one week later than usual, i.e. on 
13th November, 


This alteration is retated to tidal times, 
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PHOTOGRAPHING ON SAFARI —- 2-9-83, 


ead 


Speaker: Mr. I. McCann, 


Our guest speaker showed slides of a wide range 
of plants, trees and flowers that can be seen around 
Lake Eyre, through Central Australia and across to 
Western Australia, 

The slides included Livistona Palms in Palm 
Valley, a plant left over from earlier times when these 
areas were covered with lush tropical plants and supported 
such creatures as Diprolodons and other animals now extinct, 
Also, amongst the slides shown were frogs, goannas, 
gliders, euros, snakes,birds, insects and spiders, 
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For those wanting to be technical,all photos 
were taken with ASA 25 film and flashlights. 

Mr. McCann wes suitably thanked by our President, 
Dr. Frank Harrap. 


L, Fink, 
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EXCURSION: POINT HENRY, REEDY LAKE, OCEAN GROVE NATURE 
RESERVE. 


On Sunday, 4th September, eight members of our 
club set out for an excursion to Point Henry, Reedy Lake 
and the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. We were fortunate 
enough to have no rain, little wind and plenty of wonderful 
sunshine, even though the sky was cloudy and overcast. 
Doctor Frank Harrap was our leader for the day. 

We left at 9.30 a.m. to drive down to Geelong. 

We stopped near Clarendon to look at a wonderful creeper 
called the Hardenbergia, Our party had to stop at Meredith 
to pick up Mr. Fink, Then we were on our way. Miss Burgess, 
Florence and I were fortunate to see a koala up a tree 
just after Meredith. We saw a dead koala on the road near 
Lethbridge, a victim of a hit and run, We arrived at 
Geelong at 10.50a.m. and then went to Reedy Lake (known 

as Lake Connewarre) to admire the bird life. Some of the 
birds we saw were the little grebe, pied cormorant, a 
pelican, a swan, black duck, large egret, white-faced 
heron, wedge-tailed eagle, swamp harrier, peregrine falcon, 
crested tern and the fairy tern, masked lapwing, white- 
fronted chat, the royal spoonbill, the straw-necked ibis 
and the white ibis and many others. 

Then we set off to the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 
We could not drive into the picnic ground because the 
gate was locked so we had our lunch outside. All members 
attending were almost eaten alive by mosquitoes, After 
lunch we went for a walk within the Reserve where we saw 
the cattle egret, the spotted turtle dove, the galah, 
red-rumped parrot, eastern rosella, fantail cuckoo, the 
shining bronze cuckoo, golden whistler, diamond firetail 
and the flame, yellow and scarlet robins, just to name 
a few, We continued on to the guest house and plant and 
animal museum where we saw a New Zealand kiwi. We cont-— 
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inued on up the track and had a look at some whale bones, 
They are the bones of the black whale and are estimated 
to be over 10,000 years old. They were found by Mr, and 
Mrs. Robert Bardsley at Ocean Grove beach on the 8th 
February, 1976, at an extremely low tide. 

We then continued on to the bird hide to admire 
the birds but all we saw were a galah and several fantails,. 
Some of the plants we saw were the Banksia, Acacig armata, 
Acacia implexa, Acacia pycnantha, Kangaroo Apples, Clematis, 
Xanthorrhoea, Nodding Greenhood Orchids, Fuchsia Gun, 
Eucalyptus leucoxylon, Kunzea baxteri, Eucalyptus perrin- 
iana, Holly Grevillea, Hakea sericea, Running Postman, 
Cassinia arctuata, Grevillea glabella, Ovens Wattle, Sundew, 
Leptospermum, Pimelea,Casuarina littoralis, Grevillea 
alpina, Hakea laurina and these were just to name a few!!! 

Then we walked back to the car park and drove to 
Point Henry where we stopped to admire the bird life on 
the salt pans, We saw the pied cormorant, black cormorant, 
pelican, crested tern, pied oystercatcher, pied stilt, 
banded stilt, red-necked stilt, sharp-tailed sandpiper, 
curlew sandpiper, masked lapwing and the pacific gull and 
the silver gull and quite a few more, 

Then we drove to just over the road from the salt 
pans and had a cup of tea by the beach, The day ended at 
around 5.00 p.m. and we drove home. Many thanks to Doctor 
Frank Harrap for such a lovely day. 


David Williamson (13 yrs.) 
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EGRETS AT IRREWARRA Willromnen. 
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On July 15th, I saw a flock of about 70 cattle 
egrets at Irrewarra, near Colac, 

One bird had a color band, which was reported to 
the CSIRO Division of Wildlife and Rangelands Research in 
Canberra, 

Information from the Australian Bird Banding 
scheme showed that this bird had been banded as a nestling 
at Gatton in South-eastern Queensland during the past 
three years. The numbered band would be necessary to 
determine which year, 

An accompanying map showed that birds banded 
near Gatton,Brisbane, Murwillumbah and Grafton had been 
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‘recovered at various points in south-eastern Australia 
and further afield, Three were recovered in Tasmania, one 
on King Island in Bass Strait, one in the north island of 
New Zealand and one in Stewart Island, south of the south 
island of New Zealand, 

Including the bird at Colac, five have been 
sighted- one in central southern Queensland and another 
in the Riverina, the others near the coast. 

The concentration of recoveries was mainly along 
the coastal region with movements recorded up to 7,300 km 
from the banding sites. 


M. Rotheram, 
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DIRECTIONS TO THE LADY NORTHCOTE CAMP, 
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Turn east on to the Glenmore Road, approximately 3km 
south of Fiskville and approximately 4km north of Mt. 
Wallace.(The road is unsealed over the hills). 

From this turn-off the camp is approximately 9km on the 
right. 


APPROACHING FROM BACCHUS MARSH. 


Turn south into Grant Street. Turn right past the High 
School (Do not cross the railway line). 

Swing left to keep the golf course on the right. 
Continue,with hardboard factory on the left, and under 

the railway bridge, over the Parwan Creck and at the cross-— 
roads turn right. 

From the cross~-roads the camp is approximately 8km on the 
left. 

The Glenmore School is just before the camp, 


Enquiries from: 
Secretary IF.N.C.B., 
130 Moola Street, 
BALLARAT. 3350, Phone (053) 31 2210, 
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REMINDER FOR CAMPERS AT LADY NORTHCOTE CAMP. 
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Please bring your own cup for Sunday lunch. 
Take sheets, pillow slip. and towel. 
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ROADS AND THE LANDSCAPE, 


In 1952 Edna Walling wrote in the introduction 
to her book "The Australian Roadside" : "Could any 
excitement surpass the thrill of discovering the exquis~ 
ite and elusive beauty to be found on the roadside, in 
the open country and through the forest? I confess to an 
overwhelming love of the roadside and the things to be 
discovered there'', 

Her message was clear then, that roads should 
disturb the natural landscape as little as possible and 
that any new roads and roadside development should be 
designed to be compatible with the natural landscape 
resource of the district, 

Since then, millions of words have been printed 
about roads and the landscape, and the relationship of 
the man-made landscape to the natural landscape. There 
has been a recent explosion of expertise in the field of 
Landscape Architecture. Techniques exist for managing the 
visual resource of the landscape. However, despite 211 
this supposed understanding, progress still involves the 
removal of roadside trees, or worse, the maiming of them, 
Why have we not been able to do better? Maybe the issue 
is not of techniques and expertise and printed words, but 
something which Winty Calder addresses several times in 
her book "Beyond the View", 

"Man's treatment of his surroundings depends 
one upon the customs and conventions of his culture, 
What we need is a culture that promotes harmony between 
Man and the world's landscapes as well as harmony 
between one person and another.These ecological harm- 
onies are very closely related; we should aim to mingle 
them in each other", 

Perhaps, if we stop using so much paper for 
such discussions as this, and start looking more 
directly at our land and caring for it and each other 
more directly, then we may begin to do better. Amen, 


Presented to the Roadsides Conservation Committee by 
Helen Stafford, representing the Landscape Committee 
of the National Trust of Australia (Victoria). 

8th June 1983, 


To 


REGISTER OF SIGNIFICANT _TREES . 


Mr. John Hawker, Project Officer for the 
Register of Significant Trees, has prepared a list of 
trees which are on the Register and are located on 
roadsidey reserves. 

The list includes Classified and Recorded 
trees. Copies of this list are available from the 
Roadsides Conservation Committee, c/- Ministry for 
Conservation, P.O. Box 41, East Melbourne 3002, 
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GREAT TREES COMPETITION 
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As entries were still coming in for this contest 
it had been decided to extend the closing date for 
another week or two. This means the competition will 
close about the end of the second week in October, 

Up to date, trees entered in the competition 
have included giant trees from the Avoca area, beautiful 
River Red Gums from along the shore of Lake Burrumbeet 
and mighty Manna Gums from the Mollongghip area, 

Entries forms are available from the Town Hall 
or Ballarat Library in Camp St. Trees may be entered in 
any of six different categories, relating to size, 
historic interest, unusual features and other character- 
istics which make them notable. They must be Australian 
native trees growing within a radius of 40km of the . 
Ballarat Post Office. The circumference of trees will be 
measured at a point five feet above the ground. - for 
those trees entered in the category for trees of 
outstanding trunk circumference, 

It is anticipated that when the entries were 
Collated, they might make the basis of a car tour so that 
interested people may see these magnificent trees, and 
if the people who owned them gave their consent. 
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